: Republic of the Philippines
Congress of the Philippines
Setro Manila

Cuwelftly Congress

Third VBegular Sression

Begun and held in Metro Mania, on Monday, lho twenty-eighth day of
July, two thousand three.

—_—

[ REPUBLIC ACT NO. 9275 ]

AN ACT PROVIDING FOR A COMPREHENSIVE WATER
QUALITY MANAGEMENT AND FOR OTHER
PURPOSES

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of
the Philippines in Congress assembled:

CHAPTER 1
GENERAL PROVISIONS

Article 1
Declaration of Principles and Policies

SECTION |, Short Title. - This Act shall be known as the
“Philippine Clean Water Act or 2004."



¢) To formulate a _._z.ﬂ-nw national program of water quality
management that ognizes water . quality management issues
Ef%ﬁggﬂa gng.wo&oai%
protection, water supply, public health and quality of life;

d) To formulate an integrated water quality management
framework through proper delegation and effective coordination of

g) To provide for a ¢ ive management program for
water pollution focusing on poliution preventipn,

h) To promote public information &nd education and to
encourage the participation of an informed and active public in water
- quality management and monitoring; .

i) To formulate and enforce 2 system of accountability for short
and long-term adverse environmental impact of a project, program or
activity; and

j) To encourage civil society and other sectors, particularly labor,
the academe and business undertaking environment-related activities
in their efforts to organize, educate and motivate the people in
addressing Bwadpns environmental issues and problems at the local
and nati levels,

Sec. 3. Coverage of the Acr ~ This Act shall apply 10 water
quality management io all water bodies: Provided, That it shall primanily
apply to the abatement and control of pollution from land based

sources: Provided, \rlve‘. That the water i
ggi?o.&i&&n&i%ﬁ&ag 3
shall be enforced irrespective of sources of poliution.

Sec. 4. Definition of Terms. - As used in this Act:

a) onuui\a. - means a layer of water-bearing rock located
undergr that transmits water in sufficient quantity to supply
pumping wells or natural springs.

b) Aquatic life - means all organisms living in freshwater,
brackish marine environments.

¢) Beneficial use - means the use of the environment or any
element or se thereof conducive to public or private welfare,

safety and : and shall include, but not be limited to, the use of
water for domestic, munici irrigation, power generation, fisherics,
livestock raising, i 1al, recreational and other purposes.

I. Use of water for domestic purposes - means the utilization
of water for dnnking, washing, bathing, cooking or other houschold
needs, home gardens and watering of lawns or domestic animals;

2. Use of water for municipal purposes - means the utilization
of water for supplying water requirements of the community;

3. Use of water for irrigation - means the utilization of water
for producing agricultural crops;

4. Use of water for power gemeration - means the utilization of
water for producing electrical or mechanical power;

5. Use of water for fisheries - means the utilization of water for
the propagation of culture of fish as a commercial enterprise;

6. Use of water for livestock raising - means the utlization of
water for large herds or flocks of animals raised as 2 commercial
enterprise;

7. Use of water for industrial purposes - means the utilization
of water in factories, industrial plants and munes, including the use of
water as an ingredient of a finished product; and

8. Use of water for recreational purposes - means the utilization
of water for swimming pools, bath bouses, boating. wate skiing, golf
courses and other similar facilities 1n resorts and other places of
recreation.



area vo .
streamy; (3) most beneficial existing

M«ﬂu.Bn._lgns

oﬂ.ﬁ.&«nﬁgs
chemical and biological state or conditions. -

hY Contamination - means the introduction of substances not
found in the natural composition of water that make the water less
desirable or unfit for intended use,

.w gw!-gﬁogg.onm.igag

Discharge includes, but is not limited to, the act of
i ing, pouring, emitting, emptying, releasing or

rﬂgg§§~3§§8§oggi§o&. it mi

2&-5.588&3.3. .

k) Drinking water - means water intended for human
1 in food preparation.

consumption or for use

1) Dumping - means any unauthorized or illegal disposal into
any body of water or land of wastes or toxic or hazardous material:
Provided, That it does not mean a reiease of effluent coming from
commercial, industrial, and domestic sources which are within the
effluent standards.

m) Effiuent - means discharges from known source which is
passed into a body of water or land, or wastewater flowing out of a
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n) Effluent standard - means any legal restriction or limitation
on quantities, rates, and/or concentrations or oﬂx combination thereof,
of physical, chemical or biological effluent which a person
2%8&8&%‘&8%-3&%3527&.

o) Environmental management - means the entire system which
includes, but is not limited to, conservation, regulation and ménimization
of %o::coﬂ.. clean production, waste ement, environmental law
and policy, environmental education -um information, study and
mitigation of the environmental impacts of human activity, and
environmental research.

mv Environmensal inﬂ.mnia: system - means the of the
overall management system that includes organizati structure,.
resources for developing, implementing, achieving, reviewing and
maintaining the eavironmental policy.

q) Freshwater - means water containing less than 500 ppm
dissolved common salt, sodium chloride, such as that in groundwater,
rivers, ponds and lakes.

r) Groundwater - means a subsurface water that occurs beneath
a water table in soils and rocks, or in geological formations.

s) Groundwater vulnerability - means relative ease with which
a contaminant located at or near the land surface can migrate to the
aquifer or deep well,

t) Groundwater vulnerability map - means the identified areas
of the land surface where groundwater quality is most at risk from
human activities and shall reflect the different degrees of groundwater
vulnerability based on a range of soil properties and hydrogeologi
criteria to serve as guide in the protection of the groundwater from
contamination.

u) Hazardous waste - means any wasie or combination of
wastes of solid, liquid, contained gaseous, or semi-solid form which
cause, or contribute 10, an increase in mortality or an increase in serious
irreversible, or incapacitating reversible illness, taking into account
toxicity of such waste, its persistence and degradability in nature, its
potential for sccurnulation or concentration in tissue, and other factors
that may otherwise cause or contribute to adverse acute or chronic
effects on the health of persons or organjsm.

v) UIndustrial waste - means any solid, semi-solid or liquid waste
material with no commercial value released by a manufacturing or
processing plant other than excluded material

w) Integrated Waier Quality Management Framework - means
the policy guideline integrating all the existing frameworks prepared by



bb) Pollutant - shall refer to
gaseous or radioactive, which

i) alters the quality of any segment of the receiving water
88@%8§B-Q§&§€8v.§gﬁa9§.

(i) is hazardous or potentially hazardous to health;

iii) imparts objectionable odor, temperature change, or ical,
ornnmmu_uoq!o—oﬁﬂ-_ngwaSégonﬁnsg ; of

cc) Pollution control technology - means pollution contro
devices or apparatus, processes, or other means that effectively prevent,
control or reduce pollution of water caused by effluents and other
discharg ugp from any point source at levels within the water pollution
sta .

ddy  Potentially infectious medical waste - includes islation
agcuts, buman blood and blooa products,

harps, body parts, contaminated bedding, surgical

wastes, infectiou

" patbological wastes, s
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wastes, and other disposable medical equipment and material that may
pose a risk to the public health, welfare or the marine eavironment.

ec) Secretary - means the Secretary of the Department of
Environment and Natural Resources (DENR). .

Septage - means the sludge on individual onsite
sﬂﬁg.ﬁaﬂ. incipally septic tanks and cesspools.

Sewage - means water-borne human or animal wastes,
exc oil or oil wastes, removed from residences, buildings,
gg.%g storm water as ma present mc
to receive or retain wastes, or other places or the combination thereof,

hh) Sewerage - includes, but is not limited to, any system or
network of pipelines, ditches, channels, or conduits including pumping
stations, lift stations and force mains, service ngé
other constructions, devices, and appliances appurtenant thereto,
involves the collection, transport, pumping and treatment of sewage
to a o

3?&2-358&3&3_&8?;8%
wgs.ug-s_nﬂi-ﬁn«.g herom -
plant, or water control poliution facility, or any waste having
similar characteristics and effects.

urface water - means all water which is open to the
atmosphere and subject to surface runoff
desi

kk) Treatmen: - means any method, technique, or process

to alter the physical, chemical or biological and radiological

character or composition of any waste or wastewater to reduce or
prevent pollution. X

Il) Toxic amount - means the lowest amount of concentration
of toxic pollutants which may cause chronic or long-term acute or lethal
conditions or effects to the aquatic life or health of persons or which
may adversely affect designated water uses.

mm) Waste - means any material either solid, liquid, semisolid,
contained gas or other forms resulting from industrial, commercial,
mining or agricultural operations, or from community and houschold
activities that is devoid of usage and dlscarded.

nn) Wastewater - means waste in liquid state containing
pollutants,



means the characteristics of water which
chemical, biological, bacteriological

use in terms of
which the acceptability of water is

Eemﬁiéﬁﬂgqaﬁ%
for water quality management purposes, as determining time
i onnoﬁagag%&oﬂs.ﬂ

ﬁ.ﬂg positive action in preventing, controlling

quality, and as
or abating water pollution.

Management Area Action Plan - includes,
following: (a) goals and targets including
sewerage or scptage program; (b) schedule of compliance to meet the
applicable requirements of this Act; (c) water pollution control
water quality information and education
irement and possible sources; (f)

but oot be limited to,

strategies or techniques; (d)
program; (¢) resourc

enforcernent procedures
under Chapter 4 of this Act.

CHAPTER 2
WATER QUALITY MANAGEMENT SYSTEM

General Provisions

Sec. 5. Water Quali

Moo%n.on with National Water Resources Board

esignate certain areas as water quality management areas using . ... |
appropriate physiographic units such as watershed, river basins om .

Management Area. - The

9

water tesources regions. Said management areas shall have similar
hydrologizal, hydrogeological, meteorological ar geographic conditions
which affect the physicochemical, biological and bacteriological
reactions and diffusions of pollutants in the water bodies, or otherwise
aF_“ae commen interest or face similar development programs, prospects,
or lems.

m&nmﬂ-ﬁ.goﬂg:cowmuﬂﬂugunwgﬁ
composed of representatives of mayors govemors of member
government. units (LGUs), and representatives of relevant national

ﬂmwﬂhggiﬁhqug In the case of the LGUs
memberships on more one (1) management board, the LGU
E%goﬂmcugrgaqﬂaggg

arcas where it is a

The usaaim board shall formulate’ strategies to coordinate
policies necessary for the effective implementation of this Act in
accordance with those established in the framework and monitor the

compliance with the action plan.

Each management area shall create a multi-sectoral group to
establish and effect water i nu.ﬁegig.ﬁnﬁ ing networ
En_.&.unﬂ“-nﬂg and other similar activities. group
shall submit its report and recommendation to the chairman of the

area

3

goveming board.

A technical secretariat for each management is hereby
created which shall be part of the vowMEE and shall provide
technical to the governing They shall be composed
of at least our (4) members who shall have the following minimum
qualifications:

a) One (1) member shall be a member of the Philippine Bar;

b) One (1) member shall be & Chemical Engineer, Chemist,
Sanitary Engineer, Environmental mamsoa or Ecologist or have
significant training and experience in istry;

¢) One (1) member shall be a Civil Engineer or Hydrologist or
have significant training and experience i closely related fields and
mainly experience on ground water, respectively; and

d) One (1) member shall be a Geplogist or wE.ﬁ.n or have
significant training and experience in closely related fielkds.

The areas within the jurisdiction of the Laguna Lake
Development Authority (LLDA) shall be designated as one management
area under the administration of LLDA in actordance with Republic
Act No. 4850, as amended: Provided, however, That the standards



10

omulgated pursuant to this Act and wastewater charge system
ﬂﬂcmbn?ﬂ!ﬁg:izvoaoa&mnﬂ&g

SEC. 6. Management of Non-aticinment Areas. - The Department
shall uamwﬂh-s ‘water gh\nu. or portions thereof, where specific

m“..!dl.- 3 o
pollutant may be allowed: vided, further, That the effluent
concentration of discharge shall not exceed the naturally occurring level
of such pollutant in the ares: Provided, Jinally, That
concentration and volume of di shall not adversely
. supply, public health and ecologital protection.

3

ect water

which gcﬂfﬁ%ma‘on-gc&wa-gg
that will meet its projected or potential use.

The LGUs shall prepare and implement contingency plans and
other measures including relocation, whenever necessary, for the
protection of health and welfare of the residents within potentially

Sec. 7. National Si and Septage Ma ent Program.
- The Department of Public ﬂ&! and Highwiys Amwﬁs. through
its relevant attached agencies, in coordination with the Department,

LGUs and other concerned agencies, shall, as soon as possible, but
in no case exceeding a period of twelve (12) months from the effectivity
of this Act, preparc a national program on sewerage and septage

management in connection with %nnaoa 8 hereof,

Such war&o-vnggwo—. , seplage
and combined sewerage-septage projects for LGUs based on
population deasity and growth, degradation of water resources,
Mﬂoﬁuﬁ? geology, vegetation, jects for the rehabilitation

existing facilities and such other factors that the Secretary may deem
ngoﬁa.noﬁnonon!-ﬁ,e::? On the basis of such

pational listing, national government may allot; on an anmal basis,
wfunds for the construction and rehabilitation-ofrequired facilities,

WQFOCE:%R?UR&BQEEE?
required rights-of-way/road access to the land for the construction of
the sewage and/or septage treatment facilities.

Each LGU may raise funds to subsidize necessary expenses for
the operation and maintenance of sewerage treatment or septage facility
servicing their arca of jurisdiction through local property taxes and
nRoaanBom-»nin."?o-vﬂnB. .

Sec. 8. Domestic Sewage Collection, Treatment and Disposal.
- Within five (5) following the effectivity of this Act, the agency
vested to provide water supply and sewerage facilities and/or
concessionaires in Metro Mamla and other hi urbanized cities
QEQVBEFE.»QZQSS.!%. jon with LGUs,
shall be required to connect the existing sewage line found in all
subdivisions, condominiums, commercial centers, hotels, sports and
RQSEEE&BF%E.Y&?EE
nﬂmﬂ_c- and other similar establishments including households to
availsble sewerage system: Provided, That the said connection shall
be subject to sewerage services charge/fees in accordance with existing
laws, rules or regulations unless the sources had already utilized their
osg%g\g.gnégongn
and septage comply with the requirements herein.

In areas not considered as HUCs, the DPWH ia coordination with
the Department, DOH and other concerned agencies, shall employ
septage or combined sewerage.seplage management system.

For the purpose of this section, the DOH, in coordination with
other government agencies, shall formulate guidelines and standards
for the collection, treatment and disposal of sewage including
guidelines for the establishment and operation of centralized sewage
treatment system.

SEC. 9. National Water Quality Management Fund. - A water
quality management fund, 1o be administered by the m
coordination with other concerned agencies, as a special account in
the National Treasury is hereby established. The fund shall be used
to finance the following:

a) Finance containment and clean-up operations of the
government in water pollution cases;

b) Guarantee restoration of ecosystems and rehabilitation of
affected areas;

¢) Support research, enforcement mnd monitoring activities;
~ d) Provide technical assistance to the implementing agencies;

¢} Grant rewards and incentives;
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revision of Jocal land use lans and area development of five (5) years: Provided, ally, That such grace period shall be
._.H”Maoq y gsﬁuggss\ﬂowﬁgonogigag
gﬂ@ag?g&ﬁggﬁ&oég
SgC. 18. Environmental Impact Assessment Programmatic ghﬂﬂ%i!ﬂi t to the environment, or the
Compliance with Water Quality Standards. - Department may industry fails to institute retoo u g or establishing an
Eggamtgggaﬂegagsrnﬂmﬁ environmental management system ). -
Act No. 7916 (PEZA law) to allocate effluent quotas to po ) ) )
sources within its jurisdiction that qualify under an environmental g) Establish within twelve A_uvggﬁné
impact assessment system programmatic compliance program in this Act, Eé% for sampling and y
accordance with Presidential Decree No. 1586 and its implementing rules of pollutants and in coo tion with other concerned agencics,
and regulations. nﬂﬂrsgﬂﬂ%n&gﬁrgg&ﬂggnﬂ
3 laboratories;
CHAFPTER 3 B) Within cighteen (18) months from the effectivity of this Act
gz%é% Y and every two (2) years thereafter, categorize point aad non-point
g sources of water pollution;
%mmn. _go. %?ﬁi&ﬂyﬂg {) Classify groundwater sources within twelve (12) ths from
i wi mon
of this Act unless otherwise provided herein. As such, it shall have Enn%o&i.«ongs.on
g&a%&ﬁﬁgissﬁ%gﬁaSg
a) vﬂl—d-giﬁgmg& within twenty- ial usages: Provided, in the interim, the i of
four (24) months from the effectivity of this Act: That the DENR Administrative Order No. 34 shall - , That
Department shall thereafter review or revise and publish annually, or such classification or reclassification take into tion the
as the need arises, said report; omnﬂoaonggﬂ?n_iagsougg.ssnf
effectivity of the Act Provided, furthermore, That the Department may
b) wgsgﬁ_i-&g% Framework authorize the use of the water for other mﬁvoﬁa that are more
within twelve (12) moaths following the completion of the status report, restrictive in classification: Provided, finally, ~£
from such use shall meset the effluent standards set by the
c) gngn_s.iiuﬁgﬁwzs ement Areca
Action Plan within twelve (12) months following the ion of the k) Exercise jurisdiction over all aspects of water nm.o__cn.our
g?&r%aﬁgﬂgaggug determine its location, magnitude, extent, severity, causes, ects and
Egigggggagg other perti information on pollution, and 1o take measures, using
every five (5) years or as the need anises; . -J_.._u. le methods and technologies to prevent and abate such
¥ pollution;
d) Prepare and publish a national groundwater vulnerability map >
incorporating the prevailing standards and methodologies, within 1) Exercise supervision and control over all aspects of water
twenty-four WNS months after the effectivity of this Act; % quality management,
¢) Enforce, review and revise within twelve (12) months from m) Establish a cooperative effort in parmership with the
the effectivity of this Act water quality guidelines after due government, LGUs, academic institutions, civil society and the private
consultation with the concerned stakeholder sectors: Provided, That sector to attain the objectives of this Act;
§§E§§£E§§8§§E§2
said guidelines every five (5) years or as neced arises; n) Disseminate information and conduct educational awareness
. and value formation programs and campgigns on the effects of water
. f) Review and set effluent standards every five (5) years from poliution on bealth and environment, water quality management, and
the effectivity of this Act or sooner as determined by the Department: resource conservation and recovery to encourage an environmentally
Provided, That in the interim, the provisions of DENR Administrative action-oriented society in coordination with government agencies
Order No. 35 of the Department shall apply: Provided, further, That identified in Section 22 (f); ‘
when new and more stringent standards are set in accordance with
this section, the Department may establish a grace period with a maximum
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Promote and encourage private and business sectors especially
B-uﬁwwngun and v-ooouu.nwv: plants the use of water ucu:..«
masagemment systes caupment ook s
wastewater treatment collection and treatment facilities;

on an annual basis, to Congress the quality status
on!-wwu&uri oﬁﬂvangﬂnﬂﬂuaaﬂuﬂoogu
possible legislation, policies and programs for eavironmental
management and water pollution control;
eg%g%nﬂﬁogggg
of the provisions of this Act;

1) g%-&ﬁugﬂgg ose fines,
penalties other g.oooﬂﬂ with
— of this Act;

for mn..wun&uﬂ ooﬁﬁﬂmﬁhaog to water related emergency
incidents;
1) Issue permits, clearances and similar instruments pursuant to
this Act; and
Exercise such powers and orm such other functions as
nsv.w.ovgogs u:woﬁ.vown“nmﬁoa&w>n.

Sec. 20. Role of Local Government Units (LGUs). - LGUs shall
share the responsibility in the management and improvement of water
quality within their territorial junisdictions.

T&Sc%:iguﬂamv%-gﬁgvgon

ter quality management area action plan prepare a compliance
Movn“ Ea-oooa»onn thereof, subject to review and approval of the
governing board.

Each LGU shall, through its Environment and Natural Resources
§Eﬁo~%§x§vﬁ Act No. 7160, have the following
powers and 1ons:

a) Monitoring of water quality:

b) Emergency response;

¢) Compliance with the framework of the Water Quality
Management Action Plan;

n.
the appropriate ies, and in consultation with the
%Eg-ggog&%.g
formulate appropriate incentives for the adoption of that
aggg.oﬁggaé introduction
of innovative equipment and processes that ce if not totally
eliminate the discharge of pollutants into our water bodies.

: : e g . ah
other concerned sectors in the furtherance of the objectives of this
Act. The following agencies shall perform the functions specified

a) P ine Coast Guard in coordination with the DA and the
Department shall enforce for the enforcement of water quality standards
in marine waters, set pursuant to this Act, specifically from offshore

sources;

b) DPWH through its attached agencies, such as the MWSS,
LWUA, and including other urban water utilities for the provision of
sewerage and sanitation facilities and the efficient and safe collection,
treatment and ‘disposal of sewage within their area of jurisdiction,

wo? shall coordinate with the Department, in the formulation
of guidelines for the re-use of wastewater for irrigation and other
agricultural uses and for the prevention, control and abatement of
pollution from agricultural and aquaculture activities: Provided, That
discharges coming from non-point sources be ca ized and further
defined pursuant to this Act: Provided, further, the Bureau of
Fisheries and Aquatic Resources (BFAR) of the DA shall be primanly
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responsib prevention and control of water pollution for the
é?hggnggggggénn
resources;

DOH shall be primarily responsible for the promulgation,
gﬂﬁi&%&%ﬂﬁgg

i rdination with the Department and other
ooaonnwow mwM..n.-Ma.ann: ﬁpﬂ a ﬂoﬂnBu.v_.on. the evaluation,
™ verification, development _public dissemination of pollution
prevention and cleaner production technologies; and
artment of Education Ed), Commission on Higher
%v—% of v.. and Local Government
(DILG) and Philippi jop.»g.nﬂzz.!:paﬁma
coordinate with the nt m the !h«vg and implementation
of a comprehensive and continuing .

:E
8
g §_
£
g
@
g.
2

Y

and control of pollution among concerned government agencies and
research institutions,

CHAPTER 4
INCENTIVES AND REWARDS

SEC. Nu.bg&..ggﬁﬁgoﬁntwﬂgo%m
ided 1o individuals. bl o imeg ities, inchuding ci
society, that have undertaken outstanding and innovative projects,
technologies, processes and techniques or activities in water quality
management. Said rewards shall be sourced from the Water Quality

Management Fund herein created.

mmn.monn.ﬂr ~§?§.>ﬂ%§5§w§m
ided . s, water districts (WD

%.83%5@%?8%&2%
an effective water quality management, or ‘actively participate in any
program geared towards the promotion thereof as provided in this Act.

A. Non-fiscal Incentive

1. Inclusion in the Investments Priority Plan (IPP). - mc@oﬂ
to the rules and regulations of the Board of Investments 1),
industrial wastewater treatment and/or adoption of water polluti
control technology, cleaner production and waste minimization
technology shall be classified as preferred areas of investment under
maﬁcmgvrua&gnmowﬁn-vvmﬂusgig
fiscal incentives as may be provided for under the Omnibus Investment
Code, as amended.

Fiscal Incentives
1. Tax and Duty Mnuu_.n-e.. on Imported Capital Equipment -
Within ten (10) years upon the effectivity of this Act, &Cu. WDs,
enterprises or private entities shall enjoy tax-and-duty-free importation
of machinery, equipment and spare parts used for industrial wastewater
treatment/collection and treatment facilities: Provided, That the

importation of such machinery, equipment and spare parts shall comply
with the following conditions:

2) They are not manufsctured domestically in sufficient quantity,
of comparable quality and at reasonable prices;

cvgsggiggﬁag.&-ﬂ%
and exclusively for the above mentioned activities; and

c) Wnitten endossement by the Department that the importation
of such-machinery, equipment and spare parts would be beneficial to
environmental protection and management: Provided, further, That the
sale, transfer or disposition of such machinery, equipment and spare
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